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A word from the Chapter President…. 
 
No matter what group I've ever 
belonged to, the arrival of Newsletters 
was eagerly anticipated, and so for 
266. They are milestones for where 
we've been, tie downs for where we're 
at, and beacons for where we're 
heading - all vital to the spirit and 
sustenance of any group. 

You are all wellsprings of information, 
so, why not impart and share your 
knowledge and experiences in word 
and or print. After all, we don't want 
our Web and Newsletter Editor imaged 
as the MAYTAG repairman. 

There follows a few thought-triggers 
which, hopefully, would become the 
genesis for a host of others (for brevity 
some license is taken with King's 
English) 

1. Would you replace your a/c with 
one of kind? Is it a tail wheel, trike, or 
other - what influenced your choice? 

2. What made you become a pilot? 

3. Was your flight training through 
the BCATP, RCAF, CAF or Other, and 
what do you recall of your first solo? 

4. What is your instructor doing now? 

5. What have been your white-
knuckle experiences? 

6. What flights have you done (cross-
country or cabbage-patch) ? 

           a) your planning therefore, 
           b) tribulations due to weather, 
mechanical, navigation, piloting skills, 
           c) people you've met en route, 
topography, scenery, 
           d) if not solo, who did you fly 
with, what duties did you share, 

7. Kudos or Peeves for: FBO's,AME's, 
your a/c, DOT, NAVCAN, Air Regs, 
Insurance Companies, 

8. Cliches, euphemisms, sayings, 
maxims, 

           a) "Air travel is good for people 
that are not in a hurry." (from the 
"Pilotes de Brousse" video) 
           b) " There are bold pilots and 
old pilots but…" 
           c) " Get thereitis." 
           d) " Any landing you walk away 
from is..." 
           e)  and so on...... 

9. What are you building now? 

           a) is your kit matching 
expectations touted by the vendor ? 
           b) if building from scratch, are 
drawings detailed and accurate 
enough ? 
           c) were estimated costs and 
build times realistic ? 
           d) what thoughts did you have 
upon and after your test flight ? 
           e) would you do it again ? 

10. Tell about good flying books 
you've read. 

11. Did love of flying lead to a career, 
and getting paid to do something you 
like, -the best of two worlds? 

12. Have you done fighters, bombers, 
floats, skis, gliders, crop dusting, test 
piloting?  Tell us about it. 

If the foregoing have the makings of a 
biography, - all the better, but, 
excerpts will do fine too! Would a 
ghostwriter from our Chapter 
encourage and help you craft your 
story ? 

The Newsletter is what we make it - 
you are the contributing writers. 

Regards, 

Eddy.
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Spring Fever with Derek Humby     Joe Hanson 
 
The weather was really warming up in 
March, then a winter’s worth of snow 
showed up and now I think we’ve got the 
real thing, spring fever. It was those 
beautiful sunny spring days that Derek 
was talking about at our March meeting, 
just too nice not to go flying. Please, let’s 
give that bird a little attention first. 
 
Derek is one of our own and an AME with 
Air Canada to boot. His concern for all of 
us was sincere and his lecture on how to 
get your bird into shape for that first 
sortie after a long winter’s nap was right 
down to earth. We’re not talking about 
your annual, just a good spring cleaning, 
stuff you can do even if you’ve got a 
certified…. owner maintenance. 
 
A long winters nap is just what mice, 
birds, squirrels or who knows what has 
been doing in your engine compartment, 
around your control cables or any other 
cozy spot that could turn flying on sunny 
May 1st into a disastrous acrobatic 
session. 
 
When you start taking things apart, put a 
tarp underneath your work area. You 
WILL drop that tinny little nut and sure 
as hell, you won’t find it in the grass or 
dirt floor of the hanger. The reverse side of 
that coin is when you have something 
leftover and don’t know where it came 
from? Lube all moving parts; engine oil is 
great and prevents corrosion too. Change 
all your filters and engine oil. Engine oil is 
good for three months; have a spectral 
analysis done of it to check where your 
wear and tear is coming from and for any 
unusual debris. If done on a regular 
basis, these lab reports give you a very 
informative condition analysis of your 
engine. “Engine exhibits normal wear” is 
what you want to hear. 
 

Spark plugs, fuel filters, brakes, tires, 
battery (use distilled water only) are other 
areas that you can maintain your self. 
Just make sure your AME doesn’t get 
pissed off with you cause you’re doing 
“his” job. If you have an old Cessna, make 
sure the seats have engaged in their rails 
before you take off or you might find your 
self out of reach of your peddles in climb.  
 
Keep your logbook up to date with all the 
maintenance you’ve done. If you’re 
changing from skis or wheels to floats, 
make sure you register the new weight 
and balance. You are responsible for ADs 
not your mechanic. He will only do what 
you ask him to do and YOU the owner are 
responsible for all annual reporting.  
 
I’m sure I’ve missed a lot of what Derek 
had to say but the essence was to make 
sure your fine-feathered friend is well 
preened before it takes to the sky this 
spring. 
 
Thanks Derek! 
 
 
On another note, I had the pleasure of 
being taken to the Canadian Aviation 
Museum in Ottawa this past weekend. 
That was my first visit and it won’t be my 
last. My absolute favorite plane was the 
Curtis Seagull with a beautiful mahogany 
boat section, biplane and heavy pusher 
power plant. The shape of the boat hull of 
the Curtis HS-2L is inspiration for an 
amphibian design I’m fooling around with. 
This wider hull section of this craft 
certainly beats the use of sponsons that 
we see added on to too many of today’s 
designs. 
 
Thanks to my daughter Kelly for taking 
me. 

 
- Joe Hanson
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…and Derek Strikes Again! 

 
Looking Around for Something to Fix    Derek Humby 
 
Once the engine inspection out of the 
way, you can turn your attention to the 
airframe side. A few minutes of thought 
as to how you proceed will save you an 
enormous amount of time in the overall 
process. If you approach the task, as you 
would do a walk around inspection you 
will cover all areas of the aircraft without 
forgetting any.  

In most cases you will have to gain access 
to areas to inspect them so your first step 
should be to open all the access doors 
and panels you need to see what’s behind. 
Keep a record of all the parts removed and 
panels and doors opened so you may 
check them off later when you are 
reassembling. Try to resist the urge to 
inspect the area as you are opening. If 
you see something obviously wrong take 
note of it but continue opening the 
aircraft. It is very easy to get distracted 
from the task by a relatively minor defect 
and forget to inspect an area. When you 
are opening the aircraft for inspection, 
concentrate on that as your main task. 

As you remove the panels remember to 
put the parts in a plastic bag and write on 
the bag exactly where the part belongs. It 
is very frustrating to start putting things 
back together and find out that various 
parts are not interchangeable. 

Once the area is open, you can clean the 
aircraft. At this point you must be very 
careful as some of the cleaners you need 
to use can be dangerous to you or your 
aircraft if not used properly. Cleaning 
fluid sprayed on your engine can ruin a 
plastic windshield in seconds. The aircraft 
should have been washed thoroughly 
before you started so that most of the 
external dirt is off. A small vacuum is 
handy for getting into small areas but pay 
close attention to what is removed. The 
nut that you pick up may come from a 
control rod or some other important 
device. 

After the cleaning is done the inspection 
part of the annual begins. Start as you 
would for a walk around, in one place. 
When you return to this place you know 
that you have seen the entire aircraft. You 
will need a good flashlight and an 
inspection mirror in order to see many of 
the things behind the panel. As you are 
inspecting remember that inspection 
panels are placed so that you may inspect 
some underlying component. This may be 
a flight control bellcrank or a fuel line 
connection. It is not sufficient that you 
just look at a component. 

In the case of a fuel line connection you 
need to look at the surrounding area to 
ensure there are no leaks. Gasoline is one 
of the best and most dangerous cleaners I 
know of. If you see a small area around a 
connection that is spotless you almost 
certainly have a leak. Additionally, look at 
the places where the line is clamped. 
Clamps have been known to wear through 
the lines they protect.  

Flight control components have to be 
inspected for "safety, soundness, and 
correctness of travel". What that 
statement means is that if something 
looks like it should move, then you move 
it. This is where your assistant comes in. 
As your assistant slowly moves the 
control input, be it the aileron control or 
the flap lever, you look and listen to each 
component in that area. You need to 
make sure that the item you are looking 
at moves smoothly and that there are no 
abnormal noises. The item should also be 
checked for excessive wear and the 
surrounding area should be checked to 
make sure that the components are not 
contacting the structure or other 
components. 

In order to accomplish this you may have 
to reach in and push / pull the item you 
are inspecting. If you are inspecting cable 
runs I recommend you wear a pair of 
cotton gloves and use a shop rag over the 
cable. Being stabbed with a cable strand, 
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while not life threatening, is extremely 
painful. Locking wire and cotter pins can 
be equally painful. 

While you are looking at each opening, 
have a look at everything you can see. In 
most cases everything will look pretty 
much normal but once in a while you may 
find something out of the ordinary. Pay 
attention to electrical wires for insulation 
breakdown and terminal blocks and 
connections for corrosion.  

As you inspect an area, write down 
everything you find. Once the inspection 
is finished review your notes and 
determine which items are defects and 
which are not. Not all things you find will 
be a defect. For instance you may find 
that a bellcrank has 0.005 in. looseness 
in it. When you look up the limit you may 
find that you are allowed up to 0.010 in. 
play. Conversely you may only allowed 
0.003in. in which you will be required to 
repair the item. Also there may be more 
than one item which needs to be repaired 
in that system. It is very frustrating to 
replace a part and adjust or rig a system 
only to find out that another part is worn 
and you have to do it all over again.  

Once the inspection is complete, repair 
and replace the components that need 
attention. Some items such as filters will 
need replacing. Other items will need to 
be removed, cleaned, inspected, 
lubricated, repaired or replaced as their 
condition calls for. If you have any 
modifications or repairs you need to carry 
out, now is the time to do it.  

Also you may want to look ahead to the 
future. If you have an item which you 

think may be ok until the next year but 
you have to open a system to replace a 
worn part now, it may be worthwhile to 
change that part now and save yourself 
the trouble of going into the system again 
next year. This is a judgment call and the 
value gained can only be established by 
looking at the cost of the part, the 
complexity of the system and the amount 
of time you have allotted. Also, you may 
find items that are ok now but will be past 
their service limit by the next inspection. 
You can obtain these parts before you 
start your next inspection and have them 
ready. 

After all the defects, modifications, repairs 
inspections are out of the way the moving 
parts should be lubricated. Generally for 
item such as piano hinges, bellcranks and 
the like, engine oil can be used be sure to 
clean the excess, as it will attract dirt. 
Landing gear components will usually 
require grease. Wheel bearings should be 
regreased before being reinstalled. The 
service manual if one is available will be 
invaluable here in outlining locations and 
products to be used. 

Close the aircraft in the same order as 
you opened it. Inspect each area again as 
you pass but this time you also look at 
each area for items that may have been 
left behind. This is also the last chance to 
check each item to make sure that 
everything is ok before closing the panel. 
Once you have satisfied yourself that all is 
ok, close the panel.  

Next time I will cover the post inspection 
blues. 

-Derek Humby 

 
8th Annual EAA Chapter Book and Video Sale    EAA HQ 

http://eaa.org
May 1, 2002 - June 30, 2002 
 
50 % Off any Item in the EAA Book/Video 
Catalog (Excluding the SportAir Workshop 
Fabric & Composite Videos. 20% discount 
applies to these videos.) 
 
ONE ORDER PER CHAPTER 

This is an exclusive offer for EAA 
Chapters (Including EAA Divisional 
Chapters) 
 
The order form and catalog will be sent to 
each Chapter President soon 
 
Hurry Offer Ends June 30, 2002. 
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EAA Canadian Council News         Rem Walker 
 

March19, 2002 

On the 26th of February 2002 over 100 
members of the aviation industry met at 
EAA HQ in Oshkosh to receive a briefing 
on the newly issued Sport Pilot / Light 
Sport Aircraft NPRM.  This allowed 
industry reps to realize the full scope of 
the new category of pilots and airplanes 
and give them an idea as to how to meet 
the full potential this NPRM will allow.  
See EAA' S Sport Pilot web site 
(http://www.sportpilot.org ) 

Members of EAA Chapter 103 in Nampa, 
ID have made a deal with Skystar Aircraft 
to purchase at least l5 and perhaps as 
many as 20 Kitfox kits.  They will be 
constructed in a "team building" 
approach.   The plan is to fly them as a 
group to various airshows around the 
country. 

Early in February of this year Earl 
Lawrence and Greg Erickson were in 
Oklahoma City to participate in an 
amateur-built aircraft accident 
investigation course for FAA personnel. 

If you plan to attend AirVenture Oshkosh 
2002 look for a few small changes such as 
an overhead walkway at a busy 
intersection were airplanes and people 
cross and a move of the Replica Flights 
Association to a location near the Forums 
and Workshops area, recognizing the 
group’s aircraft building abilities. 

The dates for this event are July 23 - 29, 
2002 and a couple of chapters have 
already made plans for group flights from 
their area to Oshkosh. 

Also, if you are interested in the various 
judging categories for "mature aircraft", 
here they are - 

 1903 - 1945 Antique 

 1946 - l955  Classic 

 l956 - 1966 Contemporary 

The replica of Charles Lindbergh's Spirit 
of St. Louis, built and flown by the EAA 
Aviation Foundation, will be participating 
in the 75th anniversary of Lindbergh' 5 

solo flight across the Atlantic in May 
1927.  The airplane will be in St. Louis, 
MO on May 10-11 and in New York City 
on May 18-20.  These dates re-create the 
arrival of the airplane in St. Louis from 
Ryan Aircraft Company in San Diego, CA 
and in New York City to re-enact the 
departure from New York's Roosevelt Field 
enroute to Europe. 

A chapter asked if pages 11-12 of the 
Flight Test Manual, dealing with the Field 
Testing of the Pitot-Static System were 
available separately.  They are.  However, 
we can send you copies of the complete 
manual just as easily.  Lots of good info 
for any pilot contemplating flight testing 
of his, or someone else' s, homebuilt. 

 

The MD-RA has advised that effective 
April 1, 2002 the following rates will be 
charged for inspections of Amateur-Built 
Aircraft. 

Letter of Intent (Application to Build)
 $35.00  plus OST 

51% Determination  
 85.00 plus GST 

Sub-assembly   
 185.OO plus GST 

Pre-Cover   
 240.00 plus GST 

Pre-Paint   
 240.00 plus OST 

Supplementary   
 130.00 plus GST 

Final    
 350.00 plus GST 

Initial Flight Authority  
 250.00 plus GST 

MD-RA Inspectors will require 35¢ per 
kilometer (return) to cover vehicle travel 
expenses. 

When applicable, overnight 
accommodations will also be paid at 
actual cost, plus an allowance for meals, 
in advance of inspection when requested 
by your inspector 

http://eaa266.org  
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The MD-RA notes that inspection fees and 
expenses paid to MD-RA Inspectors have 
not significantly changed in the past 9 
years.  Due to increases in expenditures 
and to ensure the capability to inspect 
Amateur-Built Aircraft into the future, we 
must, from time to time adjust the only 
source of income to cover the cost of 
providing inspection services. 

If you require any assistance regarding 
these changes, you may contact Gerry 
Haliburton (Office manager) or Allan 
Mahon (General Mananager) at the MD-
RA office in London, Ontario 1-877-419-
2111. 

With AVEMCO dropping the number of 
types of Amateur-Builts they will cover 
there is much interest in the insurance 
provided by COPA.  Policies are available 
to cover third party liability, passenger 
insurance and complete hull coverage, 
including in-flight.  COPA also has a 
policy that is not tied to your aircraft- it 
follows you as a pilot.  Depending on the 
policy, co-owners receive a 15% discount.  
If you want details your best bet is to get 
in touch with Marsh Insurance at 800-
361-l625. 

Joe Howse of the Canadian Association of 
Recreational Military Aircraft (CARMA) 
has forwarded a copy of the details on the 
Special Certificate of Airworthiness in the 
Limited Classification that will allow 
Canadians to import and operate, in 
Canada, non-type certified and ex-military 
aircraft, subject to certain noted 
conditions.  Inasmuch as this is of 
interest to several readers of this letter 
you may request a copy as we have some 
available. 

Just in case these Service Difficulty Alerts 
slipped by you please ask for a copy - AV-
2002-01 Aeroshell Oil Recall and AL-
2001-05 dealing with spar cracks on 
numerous American Champion Aircraft. 

The HANDBOOK published by the 
EAACC, dealing with Amateur-Built 
Aircraft regs, procedures, fees, 
inspections, etc., has been revised to 
include the new MD-RA inspection fees 
noted at the top of this page.  The 
HANDBOOK has also been revised with 
up-to-date information dealing with 
airworthiness standards required by 
Transport Canada.  Your copy is available 
from the EAACC address on the 
letterhead.

  
Famous Airline Quotations    collected by Jack Geall 
 

On a Continental Flight with a very "senior" flight attendant crew, the pilot said, "Ladies 
and Gentlemen, we've reached cruising altitude and will be turning down the cabin lights. 
This is for your comfort and to enhance the appearance of your flight attendants." 

On landing the stewardess said, "Please be sure to take all your belongings. If you're going 
to leave anything, please make sure it's something we'd like to have." 

"There may be 50 ways to leave your lover, but there are only 4 ways out of this airplane." 

"Thank you for flying Delta Business Express. We hope you enjoyed giving us the business 
as much as we enjoyed taking you for a ride." 

As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at Washington National, a lone voice came 
over the loudspeaker "Whoa, big fella. WHOA!" 

After a particularly rough landing during thunderstorms in Memphis, a flight attendant on 
a Northwest flight announced, "Please take care when opening the overhead compartments 
because, after a landing like that, sure as hell everything has shifted." 

From a Southwest Airlines employee "Welcome aboard Southwest Flight XXX to YYY. To 
operate your seat belt, insert the metal tab into the buckle, and pull tight. It works just like 
every other seat belt and if you don't know how to operate one, you probably shouldn't be 
out in public unsupervised." 

…more to come… 
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Unclassified Ads 

I have over 32 years of Sport Aviation magazines that I would like to sell.  I'm moving to 
Ontario in late June and will no longer have the storage space. I hope they might be useful 
to someone in the chapter.  

From 1969 onward the set is missing only about 6 or 7 issues, but in addition I have a 
number of issues going back even further to 1967 which I bought from someone else.  I 
would like to get about 325 dollars for the set--{less than a buck an issue!} 

Doug Jermyn 
654 Des Lilas 
St Hilaire Quebec 
J3H 3Y1  Phone 450 446 6202 
 
 
ADJACENT TO 1600' AIR STRIP at RAWDON QUE.. 
 
-One acre certified, lakefront, building lot. 
-One large house for sale or rent. 
-One lakefront cottage for rent. 
 
Contact Lionel Ladouceur  Tel 450-834-6860 Fax 6192, or email    Ladair@megacom.net  
 
 

 
CEDARS AIRPORT 

 
SERVICES ✈ 

✈ 

✈ 

 
Aircraft Parking 
Fuel 100LL 
Restaurant 

 
FLIGHT TRAINING 

 
Recreational to ATPL 
Aviation Management Program in association 
with John Abbott College 

 
CONTACT US 

 
UNICOM 123.5 
Tel: (450) 452-4882 
Fax: (450) 452-4405 
Email: laurentide@sympatico.ca 
Website: http://laurentideaviation.com 
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